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Opening Remark by Associate Professor Isao HAYASHI, Chairman
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I am pleased to open the International Forum on Telling Live Lessons from Disasters,

following the United Nations World Conference on Disaster Reduction, held in Kobe in 2005, the
10th year since the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake; and the inauguration of the International
Network of Telling Live Lessons from Disasters (TeLL-Net) in 2006.
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Around January the 17th of every year, a number of memorial events are held
in the Hanshin-Awaji area. In this year, the 15th anniversary, yet a larger number of
people attended to such events, including the annual memorial ceremony of the early
morning of January the 17th in the East Park of the city. A period of 15 years
corresponds to the length of time in which a baby who was born in the year of the
Earthquake disaster completes the compulsory education. I believe that the people
wanted to attach special importance to the 15th anniversary and that they wanted to
share the spirit of relaying to the next generations the sense of communal bond and

mutual support.
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This may be against the background that the people are concerned about the fading out of
the important experiences and lessons of the Earthquake as time passes. | believe that we must retain
such important memories and relay those to the future, which memories will lead to various actions

of disaster protection and reduction.
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We define Telling Live Lessons as an act of preserving and relaying experiences and
memories of disasters to the future by means of not only language but also films, photos, monuments,
museums, music, paintings, statues and other artistic works; social events and other communicative
means. We hope that many initiatives of this kind taking place in many parts of the world are
networked with a view to mutual learning; and | hope that this Forum forms another major step

forward in promoting such a network.
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I look forward to active exchange of information and opinions in the coming three day?2.
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