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Pacific Tsunami Museum  Marlene Sue Murray (Pacific Tsunami Museum)
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Panel Discussion: “The Role of Disaster Museum for Disaster Risk Reduction”

Cordinator Mayumi Sakamoto (Nagoya University)
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Ms. Marlene Murray is the Executive Director of the Pacific
Tsunami Museum. She holds a B.A. degree in Business
Administration from the University of Hawaii at Hilo. Growing
up with a father who worked for the Hawaii County Civil
Defense Agency for over twenty years, and an extensive career
in the travel industry has prepared her well for her relatively
new role at the Pacific Tsunami Museum. Prior to joining
the museum she was contracted by the County of Hawaii
Planning Department to assist with the development of the
Envision Downtown Hilo 2025 Community Vision and Action
Plan. Marlene is also the Principal Investigator for the U.S.
Department of Education, (Native Hawaiian Education) grant,
Hawaii Tsunami Education Curriculum Program.
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The Pacific Tsunami Museum

Deadly Tsunamis to Strike
Hawaii Island in Historic
Times
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Tsunami Warning Center
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Opening address
Yoshiaki Kawata (Disaster Reduction and Human Renovation Institution)

Since the Second UN World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction was held in Kobe in 2005, TeLL-Net has
continuously held international symposiums between two or three countries, the scale of which was not as
large as the World Conference.

This time, we decided to hold the International Forum on Telling Live Lessons from Disasters in Sendai City,
in order to address a big issue that our experiences during the process of recovery from disasters are not
properly passed down to future generations. In Hiroshima, Japan, though various activities like those of
TeLL-Net have been conducted by the Hiroshima Peace Memorial Museum, these activities have not had a
major effect or led to a big movement, because they were commenced too late. This is the same as in the
case of Okinawa. Though experiences and lessons learned from disasters have been traditionally transferred
in Okinawa and Hiroshima, only a few experiences and lessons have been passed down.

Accordingly, TeLL-Net was established 10 years ago to pass down history through people. This forum is
financially supported by the Hyogo Prefectural Government, which believes it important to take action to
transfer experiences of disasters in the light of its experience in the earthquake 20 years ago. The activities
of TeLL-Net over 10 years will be told by Prof. Ikuo Kobayashi and Prof. Isao Hayashi later.

We wish that this forum held in Sendai would be shared by you to form the basis for your next steps. We
also hope that our memories and records will contribute to disaster risk reduction worldwide over a long
period of time through people.

Explanation of the aims of TeLL-Net
Ikuo Kobayashi (University of Hyogo)

[ serve as Secretary of International Disaster Transfer Live Lessons Network (TeLL-Net). TeLL-Net aims to
establish a network of various people and organizations involved in activities to transfer live lessons of
disasters.

Natural disasters occur around the world. As Japan is called a disaster-prone archipelago, eastern Japan
was hit by an earthquake and tsunami four years ago, and another earthquake caused fires and collapse
of buildings in Kobe 20 years ago. Disasters may occur tomorrow, 10 years later, a century later, or ten
centuries later.

[ believe it important that those affected by natural disasters not only sorrow for the damage done to

them, but also pass on lessons of the disasters to a wide range of people. To transfer live lessons of natural
disasters across the world, TeLL-Net has been engaged in promoting activities conducted by disaster victims
and other people who transfer the story of disasters and creating a network of disaster museums, where the
environment and social circumstances surrounding disaster victims are recorded and displayed.

World’s preparedness for natural disasters is still quite fragile. To address disaster prevention and
mitigation, we need not only to pass on and record stories of past disasters, but also to keep them in people’
s mind and create “disaster culture,” in which information on the process from the occurrence of a disaster
to reconstruction and the actual situation of disasters is shared by people to prepare for future disasters.
We see it as our responsibility to deliver this message to people as members of TeLL-Net, which started its
activities in Kobe, one of the disaster-stricken areas. This time, we were lucky to have been able to have

this forum in the World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction held in the Tohoku Region only four years
after the Great East Japan Earthquake. Though we may face difficulty starting activities to transfer the live
experiences and lessons learned from the earthquake, we intend to continue to work through grass-roots
cooperation and network.



10 Years Activity of TeLL-Net
Isao Hyashi (National Museum of Ethnology)

In January 2005, 10 years after the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake, the International Disaster Reduction Forum 2005 was
held in Kobe as part of the Second UN World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction. In the forum, we shared the awareness
that it would be significant to transfer lessons of catastrophic disasters, and proposed to set up a network to do so. The name
of the network was decided as TeLL-Net in the forum. Based on the proposal, the TeLL-Net inauguration forum was held in
Kobe the following year. Meanwhile, the Disaster Reduction and Human Renovation Institution (DRI), which was established in
April 2002, had already commenced an investigation on the activities of organizations that had continued to transfer lessons
of catastrophic disasters worldwide and a research of relevant ruins and remains. While visiting museums and memorial halls
specializing in disasters and conducting research on them, it had also begun to interact with people who had worked to hand
down the story of disasters. The establishment of TeLL-Net was realized as a result of these activities of DRI

The TeLL-Net inauguration forum was held in the Hyogo International Center, Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA)
on January 20, 2006, hosted by the Disaster Reduction Alliance and the Hyogo Prefectural Government and supported by the
Cabinet Office. In the forum, Secretary Ikuo Kobayashi declared the establishment of TeLL-Net as follows.

+ We aim at strengthening the effects of Telling Live Lessons synergistically and thus contributing to raising people's
awareness and motivation on disaster reduction worldwide.

+ We welcome as TeLL-Net members those individuals and organizations who carry out Telling Live Lessons by running
museum exhibitions concerning past disasters or by other various educational means, such as films, picture books, and music.
* We shall be actively involved in such activities as running a website for sharing and disseminating relevant information;
creating printed materials; holding meetings for mutual learning and discussion; and participating in conferences to draw the
public attention to our activities.

In the inauguration forum, a representative from Simeulue Island, Indonesia sang a song “Smong (tsunami),” which contributed
to disaster mitigation. When the Indian Ocean Earthquake and Tsunami hit the island in December 2004, there was little
human suffering on the island due to transfer of experiences of past disasters by way of the song, though the island was near
the epicenter of the earthquake. The lyrics of the song describe lessons of tsunami disaster in 1907, saying that you must head
for higher ground in the case of a huge earthquake. It is said that since most residents in the island knew the song, they could
quickly take shelter on higher ground.

In November 2008, two members of TeLL-Net participated in a conference organized, under the theme “Museums and
disasters,” by International Committee for Museums and Collections of Archaeology and History (ICMAH) of the International
Council of Museum (ICOM) in New Orleans, State of Louisiana, U.S. In the conference, they gave a presentation concerning
their efforts to transfer live experiences and lessons of the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake. New Orleans, which was severely
affected by Hurricane Katrina in 2005, and the City of Kobe have continued to interact with each other through citizens’
urban renewal activities and jazz with the aim of disaster restoration.

In March 2010, we held the International Forum on Telling Live Lessons from Disasters in Kobe for three days in
commemoration of the 15th anniversary of the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake. The forum was attended by approximately
150 people from 22 disaster-stricken areas in Japan and overseas, United Nations International Strategy for Disaster
Reduction/International Recovery Platform, ICOM/ICMAH, and other organizations. In the forum, more than 40 case
examples of transferring experiences of disasters were reported, and a lively exchange of views was held on the significance
of transferring live experiences and lessons and the methodologies for transferring them. In addition, immediate reports were
given concerning the Haiti Earthquake in January 2010 and the Chile Earthquake and Tsunami in the same year.

In February 2012, we held the TeLL-Net Forum 2012, which focused on museums and the mass media as a vehicle for
transferring live experiences and lessons of disasters in light of the Great East Japan Earthquake in March 201 1. Regarding
museums, status reports were given on the activities of Aceh Tsunami Museum, Rikuzentakata City Museum, and Misawa-shi
Museum of History and Folklore. Regarding the mass media, we had a session in which news reporters from broadcast stations
covering the entire nation and local newspaper companies in disaster-stricken areas discussed how to disseminate records and
memories of disasters through interviews and reports to reduce damage in future disasters.

DRI held the Disaster Museum Research Study Session in FY 2012 and 2013, inviting lecturers involved in disaster risk
reduction activities in terms of displays and materials from across the nation. In the sessions, participants discussed how to
transfer memories of disasters through individual case examples. In FY 2013, the International Research Institute of Disaster
Science of Tohoku University, the Nagaoka Earthquake Disaster Archive Center, and DRI jointly conducted the Disaster
Experience Study Juku program. In the program, participants mutually visited the areas affected by the Great Hanshin-Awaji
Earthquake, the Mid-Niigata Prefecture Earthquake, or the Great East Japan Earthquake to observe the on-site activities

for passing on experiences and memories of disasters. They exchanged views through discussions on how to transfer live
experiences and lessons of disasters. In 2014, we held a symposium on how to disseminate information on areas affected by
the Great East Japan Earthquake to the world, and discussed what information should be dispatched and how to translate or
use the information.

This is the outline of the activities of TeLL-Net over approximately 10 years. Our activities are not conducted in a top-down
manner. Our purpose is to help to create “disaster culture” or “disaster prevention culture” based on grass-root level activities
by establishing a network of various people and organizations involved in activities to transfer live lessons of disasters.
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Presentations: "Disaster Museums Around the World"

Aceh Tsunami Museum

Rahmadhani Sulaiman (Aceh Dept. of Tourism)

PRESENTATION COVERAGE:

IMPACTS ON COMMUNITY:
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++ Deep trauma “living was as natural as dying”
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Pacific Tsunami Museum

Marlene Sue Murray (Pacific Tsunami Museum)

The Pacific Tsunami Museum
Hilo, Hawaii, U.S.A.

Deadly Tsunamis to Strike
Hawaii Island in Historic

[ wave
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Rest of Hawaiian Islands
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Tsunami Warning Center
Exhibit
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Chu-Etsu Earthquake Memorial Corridor (Japan)
Mariko Yamazaki (Nagaoka Earthquake Archive Center)

The 2004 Mid-Niigata Prefecture Earthquake killed 68 people. The features of the earthquake were that it occurred
in hilly and mountainous areas and that ground hazards and slope collapse were caused in many places. The
earthquake blocked many roads and made some settlements isolated or submerged. It also shed light on issues with
which rural areas had faced. The progress of the depopulation and aging in the areas was accelerated, and these
issues were brought to the surface. Accordingly, local residents began to work together for regional development
with the support of people from outside, such as administrative officials, researchers and volunteers.

Seven years after the earthquake, we established four facilities and three parks to pass on memories of the
earthquake to successive generations. Since the facilities and parks have their distinctive characteristics, we offer
several tour routes connecting these facilities and parks like a corridor, so that people can visit all of them. The
Nagaoka Earthquake Archive Center serves as the gate of the corridor, where a briefing on the facilities and parks
and coordination services for inspecting them are provided. It also aims to serve as a hub of disaster prevention
education for future generations and as a warehouse for information on the earthquake to transfer lessons obtained
from the disaster.

Sonae-kan - Ojiya Earthquake Museum provides active learning programs and displays the process from the
occurrence of the earthquake to reconstruction, focusing on the figure 3, such as 3 hours, 3 days, 3 months, and 3
years.

Kawaguchi Kizuna-kan displays the status of recovery in local areas as a chronology, and introduces the stories of
bonds between local residents and supporters. It also holds events in which visitors can easily participate and realize
the importance of warm communication between people, on the basis on ideas of local residents. The management of
the facility is entrusted to an NPO. It aims to serve as a hub for local residents to revitalize their communities.

Orataru - Yamakoshi Revitalization Center

The nickname of the Center “Orataru,” which means “ours,” was given by a local resident. The Center displays panels
showing the status of recovery from the earthquake and messages of gratitude from residents. It has a community
room, where visitors can enjoy drinking tea, and a waiting space for community buses, which depart from and arrive
at the Center. Various events are also held there.

In addition, there are three memorial parks.

Kogomo: Submerged houses remain.

Myoken: Park of prayer

Shino: Beginning place

On-site inspections are available. Visitors can hear about the experiences of people affected by the earthquake and
the activities of local residents directly from them.

The Disaster Experience Study Juku program was conducted over two days and one night. The program aimed that
participants would mutually learn methods to transfer experiences and lessons of disasters in individual disaster-
stricken areas. An exchange meeting between staff in disaster prevention education facilities was also held. In

the meeting, staff members from the Disaster Reduction and Human Renovation Institution, the Yokohama City
Municipal Disaster Prevention Center, Sona Area Tokyo, and the Chu-Etsu Earthquake Memorial Corridor shared
issues and matters to be considered in each facility.

In disaster memorial symposiums, we discuss what efforts facilities should implement, what roles they should
assume, and how they should cooperate with local communities.

Moreover, we focus on providing an opportunity for two-way communication with residents, rather than one-way
communication from us. We encourage our facilities to be used as spaces for elementary school students to learn
about disasters and make presentations on what they have learned. We also cooperate with the Disaster Mental
Health Care Center.

The needs of residents whom we have visited since the earthquake have changed as time goes by. Their needs were
different three years and ten years after the earthquake. It is time for us to examine how to deal with the needs of
those who have no memory or experience of disasters.

We also need to pass on what we have learned from the earthquake and the importance of preparation for disaster
prevention and mitigation. We intend to transfer the stories of the earthquake, including bonds between people
created in the post-earthquake environment and love for hometown.
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Center for Remembering 3.11 (Japan)
Hisashi Kitano (sendai mediatheque)

I would like to talk about our efforts for utilization and application. Since we are now holding the Recording
In Progress archive exhibition and screenings, in which we introduce our activities of the past four years, we
would like you to visit there for reference. Sendai Mediatheque was established in 2001 to support the use
of digital media. When the Great East Japan Earthquake occurred, the building of Sendai Mediatheque was
heavily damaged, with the suspended ceiling on the seventh floor collapsing and a large majority of books
falling down.

Since damages caused to the coastal region varied according to areas, we have examined what factors made
such a difference.

The Center for Remembering 3.11 is a platform for residents, NPO members, and experts to record and
disseminate the process of recovery and reconstruction from the earthquake. We mainly use materials
brought in by residents, creating archives and combining data. We hold screenings of films brought in to us
and store them on DVDs, which can be lent out.

Since 2012, we have compiled materials based on episodes collected through talks with residents. Our staff
members are now discussing with residents how we should exhibit these materials. We also jointly collect
photos and provide opportunities for photographers to talk with us or visitors to the Center. When using
records, we adopt various approaches to introduce them, such as talks, screenings, displays and lending,
even though they are similar ones. We believe it necessary to try various approaches when dealing with
materials.

In 2014, we compiled materials and held participatory exhibitions to provide an opportunity to remember
the earthquake. We were seeking ways to involve people who had no images and records of the earthquake,
in cooperation with the NPO 20th Century Archive Sendai. Consequently, we held an exhibition focusing

on meals under the theme “Hajimari no Gohan (First Meals),” because disaster victims had trouble ensuring
meals after the earthquake regardless the degree of damage they suffered in the inland or coastal region.
Since everyone will face difficulty ensuring meals immediately after a disaster, we intend to convey this
theme to people across the country. Moreover, not only did we compile records, but also prepared a room to
display images created based on the records at an early point in time.

In 2015, we try to integrate records and experiences brought in to us into a collective record. Divided into
four sections, we are involved in creating recording booklets. In the booklets Vol. 1 to 13, experiences
that residents had for a month after the earthquake were compiled in a way that the residents cannot be
identified. The records of sounds and photos as well as our archiving activities are also introduced.

In the Recording In Progress archive exhibition and screenings, we display the records and information on
post-earthquake activities, which have been so far brought to us, in chronological order, thus presenting the
fragmented images of the earthquake. These images include photos taken at the same viewpoint and moving
images bought in by various people from ordinary people to artists. We also have created a tool that can
physically search for photos on our website so that residents and visitors can easily browse them. Moreover,
our Wasuren DVDs are used by a wide range of people from children to the elderly. We are still gathering
records of the earthquake for the Recording In Progress archive exhibition and screenings.
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Panel Discussion
"The Role of Disaster Museum for Disaster Risk Reduction"

“The Role of Disaster Museum for Disaster Risk Reduction”
Junko Takamori (Graduate School, Osaka University)

I will introduce our activities over the past three years in which we were engaged to establish a network

of disaster museums in Japan. Two years ago, we conducted the Disaster Experience Study Juku program,
through which we learned on site how experiences and lessons of disasters had been transferred in the
Tohoku region, the Chuetsu region, and Kobe, which were hit by the earthquake approximately two years
ago, eight years ago, and 18 years ago, respectively. The program was carried out following the Disaster
Museum Research Study Session, which had been conducted the previous year. In the program, those
involved in disaster museums in Kobe, the Tohoku region and the Chuetsu region talked with each other.
Joining the program, I became aware that there had been no program like that and that there was something
that could be realized only through mutual interaction. From that experience, I found it easy and important
to take action to build partnerships.

Panelists: Rahmadhani Sulaiman, Marlene Sue Murray, Mariko Yamazaki,
Hisashi Kitano, and Junko Takamori
Coordinator: Mayumi Sakamoto (Nagoya University)

It is 10 years since TeLL-Net was set up. During this time, disasters occurred in 2006, 2009 and 201 1.
Based on the experiences in these disasters, various activities are conducted to establish disaster museums
with the aim of transferring experiences and lessons of disasters. Some people are involved in activities for
disaster prevention and mitigation. Others work to create a new culture to prevent disasters, using records
of disasters.

Sakamoto : What are the features of disaster risk reduction activities conducted by disaster museums?

Rahmadhani: We always work to preserve the records of past disasters, especially the tsunami disaster in
2004. We not only provide recreation programs and conduct evacuation drills for local people, but also
join the activities of TeLL-Net. Our aim is that visitors to the museum learn lessons from past disasters and
prepare for future disasters to reduce damage. Since the stories of past disasters may be forgotten someday,
we need to share them. We also would like to convey information to people on which areas are prone to
disasters as well as the importance of conventional knowledge. TeLL-Net has given a wonderful inspiration
to us. Based on the inspiration, we would like to promote disaster prevention education. We must pass on
what occurred a century ago, and encourage people to learn lessons from past disasters and imagine what
will happen in the future.

Yamazaki : Our museum aims, not to simply promote disaster prevention and mitigation that are recommended
in textbooks, but to disseminate live experiences of local residents, including information on what experiences
they had and how they have lived their lives since the earthquake. We would like people to raise their
awareness about disasters and to realize that disasters may happen to them someday.

Kitano : We aim that the memories of the earthquake will be shared interactively between visitors and
disaster survivors. Our facilities have no experts on disaster prevention. Since the Great East Japan
Earthquake was a complex disaster, we can’'t determine who are disaster survivors and who are not. They
experienced the earthquake differently depending on where they were at the time of the earthquake, even
though they were separated by only a few meters. They have their own experiences of the earthquake. Our
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role is to help them record their experiences of the earthquake from perspectives of ordinary people. It was
said to be meaningless to simply record experiences of the earthquake unless lessons were obtained from
them. However, people have acquired an even better perspective on how their daily lives have changed since
the earthquake. We believe it very important for us to work with people who record how their situation has
changed since the disaster.

Sakamoto : The Disaster Reduction and Human Renovation Institution (DRI) also place importance on
records offered by ordinary people. Ms. Takamori serves as Executive Director of the Association to
Continuously Record The Great Hanshin Earthquake. What do you think about the relation between keeping
records and disaster prevention?

Takamori : The feature of disaster prevention activities in Kobe is that they are promoted through displays
and by people who relate their experiences of the earthquake. It is wonderful that volunteers have supported
our activities over a long period of time in terms of displays and speakers. They can offer the wisdom that
they have accumulated through their activities. Lessons and individual experiences are quite different,
though they seem similar. Some people don't want to have their experiences collectively used as lessons.

We provide an opportunity for them to speak, write, or express their experiences. We believe it important to
consider interactively what lessons are.

Sakamoto : The number of disaster survivors is decreasing. In Hawaii, more than 50 years have passed since
it was hit by the tsunami. Would you tell me what efforts you have made to pass on experiences of disasters?

Marlene : We have interviewed many people. Actually, it is more than 60 years since the disaster occurred.
Probably, we have interviewed over 100 disaster survivors, though we have not made efforts to interview
more and more people. Some people talk about their experiences. Others don’t want to share their stories of
the disaster through interviews, though they understand our intention to record the stories. This is because
they are not certain if they can accurately bring memories back.

A 90-year-old man once agreed to talk about his experience, but later he refused to talk. He became
emotional, saying he didn't want to talk about inaccurate memories. Some people want to keep their
experiences in mind.

Sakamoto : There are people who don’t want to talk about their experiences, and those who cannot. In these
circumstances, disaster museums have faced the conflicts of these people. In Aceh, though the building of a
museum was completed in 2007, it took three years until the museum was opened. I would like to ask about
the efforts made for the three years.

Rahmadhani : We were unable to prepare exhibitions, information and documents related to the disaster,
though we had worked to collect them. Residents told us that though the museum housed various artificial
materials, they were unable to enjoy the museum.

Accordingly, we explained our aims and the importance of the museum to residents. Though we had no
exhibitions, we tried holding events. Then, we were able to gain the cooperation of the national government,
and were donated some photos by UNESCO. Moreover, gradually receiving media attention, we worked to
publicize our museum globally.

Sakamoto : We all have difficulty collecting materials. Would you tell me how you have worked to collect
materials?

Yamazaki : Regarding collection of materials related to the Mid-Niigata Prefecture Earthquake, the Chu-
Etsu Earthquake Memorial Corridor also had a few materials at first. We worked to collect materials in
cooperation with local libraries, and discussed together about how to preserve and use the materials. We
decided that the libraries would be responsible for storing the materials because they had expertise in
storage, and that we would work to use them. Regarding the preservation of destroyed houses, some houses
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were left in a river managed by the national government. Since the houses left in a riverbed would interrupt
the flow of the river, they should have been removed originally. However, since the national government told
that they didn’t need to be removed promptly, we decided to preserve the houses as they were for visitors,
though affected residents might feel terrible to see them. This is not a simple issue like whether or not things
should be preserved. It is difficult to explain it in one word. We need to consider how we should preserve the
remains of disasters over a long period of time.

Takamori: I'll talk about the experience that we've had for three years since the spring of 2011. In the case
of Hyogo Prefecture, disaster-related materials, documents and images had been collected before DRI was
established. We collected or borrowed earthquake-related materials from organizations in Kobe as one of
the emergency employment measures. Now, we have approximately 180,000 items. However, much more
materials have been collected in the Tohoku region so far. At that time in Kobe, we had to collect data face-
to-face. Accordingly, even the background information on individual data was written down. Since we were
in an environment where large quantities of data were unable to be sent with e-mails, some records were
fortunately preserved as a result. When the Great East Japan Earthquake occurred in 2011, many people

in Kobe seemed to feel the necessity to review the Great-Hanshin Awaji Earthquake to publicly share the
experiences and lessons of the earthquake. We reaffirmed the significance of continuing to collect materials.

Sakamoto : In the Tohoku region, you were conscious of collecting materials from early on. Why were you so
conscious? Were there any objections?

Kitano : It was time that a budget was determined. To avoid the situation where no budget would be
allocated to cultural activities, we considered what we could do using our know-how and what would arouse
the sympathy of people around us. We had not collected materials face-to-face. We began to collect materials
in 2012, when NPO members began to do so. Though we had no experience of collecting materials, we were
given flexible responses.

Sakamoto : Would you tell me what was good about the network of disaster museums, what is the issue of it,
and what do you expect of it?

Rahmadhani : We could not do anything if the network did not exist. We would like to further promote
cooperation and communication with the network. We also have to work together with national museums
and universities. We intend to enhance the relationship with TeLL-Net. In addition, we need to cooperate
with UNESCO, the Ministry of Energy and Mineral Resources, and the international community. The IT
infrastructure in Indonesia will be reinforced. We would like TeLL-Net to refer to disaster prevention models
in Indonesia as well as in Japan, if any.

Marlene : Regarding networking, our facilities are connected to administrative authorities at a state level.
We also have developed a good relationship with those at the federal level. Since we sometimes feel that we
are isolated from the U.S. when we are in Hawaii, we would like to build a partnership with other museums.
Currently, we are cooperating with museums in Sri Lanka, and make efforts to win grants for museums. We
offer exchange programs for the young in local communities in both countries as well as those for learning
resilience against disasters in coastal areas. Similarly, we would like to have a relationship with other
museums across the world.

Yamazaki : We participated in an international program for the first time. We need to consider how to
involve ourselves in international initiatives. Those who have suffered from an earthquake may experience
other disasters in the future. Thanks to TeLL-Net, we can obtain knowledge about other disasters. We would
like to work together with TeLL-Net to disseminate the knowledge we have acquired.

Kitano : Since the establishment of a memorial center hasn't been decided, we don't know when our activities
will end. Through our activities, however, we have gained the know-how to take charge of records, including
knowledge about how to deal with the rights of records. We believe it important to create several networks
and pass down recovery and reconstruction efforts in areas affected by disasters other than an earthquake
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as a regional history. Through networks, we can learn what is good about other areas. I hope that a facility
like Satomi-an, a rest house with a communication space, will be set in the coastal area in Sendai City. By
knowing advanced efforts in other areas through networks, we can learn what we should do or should not.

Takamori : It is 18 years since the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake occurred. As persons who experienced a
disaster earlier, we can tell other people something helpful, and, at the same time, we can learn something
important from those who experienced a disaster later. Though we tend to forget how we felt at the time of
the earthquake, we can think, through networks, about even other disasters that occurred longer ago, such
as the Great Kanto Earthquake, or how memories of earthquakes change or fade. I hope our cooperation will
continue in the future.

Sakamoto : (Summary)

Individual museums face their own issues. Our network can provide an opportunity for them to pass on the
know-how to collect and display materials. Since we will continue the activities of TeLL-Net, we would like to
ask for your support and cooperation.

Future Initiatives of TeLL-Net
Masahiko Murata (Research Department, Disaster Reduction and Human

Renovation Institution)

This forum was held as part of the 20th Anniversary of the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake project “We
Never Forget 1.17." The basic concept of the project is to develop “disaster culture” through initiatives
aiming at transferring and using experiences and lessons of the earthquake to prepare for future disasters.
This concept agrees very much with the aims of TeLL-Net. Today, we listened to the talks of those concerned
in Japan and abroad as well as those having been involved in our activities since the establishment of TeLL-
Net. They include Mr. Muhammad Saidur Rahman from Bangladesh, Mr. Alessandro Pasuto from Italy, Mr.
Djillali Benouar from Algeria, as well as Mr. Yasushi Mimatsu and Mr. Toshiaki Seki from Japan, who work to
hand down the story of the eruption of Showa Shinzan volcano and Mt. Asama, respectively.

Since the establishment of TeLL-Net, many facilities aiming to transfer experiences and lessons of disasters
have been set up in Japan and abroad. They include the Chu-Etsu Earthquake Memorial Corridor, the Aceh
Tsunami Museum, the earthquake remains in Sichuan, China, and an education center for disaster reduction
in Bursa, Turkey. I believe it important to create a network of institutions and organizations involved in
transferring experiences and lessons of disasters, so that they can learn from each other and develop their
activities more effectively.

The most important thing is to continue our activities. I do believe that we must not stop our activities even
though we do not have sufficient budgets for them. One of the measures to efficiently conduct our activities
is to virtually share information via Internet. Since our current portal site is difficult to be updated, we need
to improve the site so that new information can be provided there when needed. Fortunately, we heard that
we could receive support from people in Japan and abroad who would offer their cooperation to promote
our activities. Our secretariat realizes that we should work to create a system in which we could conduct
activities in a cost-free manner. We intend to continue our activities to transfer issues and individual
memories of disasters and to learn from each other.
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The exhibition (from 14th to 18th March) at the Sendai Mediatheque introduced a database on tsunami disaster
monuments, constructed by the National Museum of Ethnology (Minpaku). At the same time, ‘TeLL-Net Forum’ on
the 17th March, organized by the International Network on Telling Live Lessons from Disasters was advertised in the
exhibition booth.

On March 11, 2011, the Great East Japan Earthquake (3.11earthquake/tsunami) caused a tremendous damage
to the Pacific coast of Tohoku area. This area has been repeatedly hit by tsunamis in its history. Those who had
experienced tsunami damage made efforts to pass on to the future generations not only the fact of the disaster
and their experiences of the disaster, but also what they had learned from their experiences by both tangible and
intangible means. In spite of such efforts, it does not seem in many regions that the compassion from the people
to their descendants and their wish for the prosperous life have been passed on until today. Even if so, it was
not something that lead to anticipated preparedness to the earthquakes and tsunamis and appropriate action
immediately after the disaster occurred.

In the Great East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami affected area, the ancestors had built many tsunami monuments
that tell us about the devastation, live lessons, and recovery efforts of affected people. Similarly, a number of
new monuments have been built and the remaining wreckage, such as school buildings and port facilities, by the
2011 Great East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami are under discussion for their preservation as tangible objects
transmitting the disaster. We showed the location of these facilities on the map with their photos and information,
and the meanings and importance of them will be pointed out. We also distributed brochures of Disaster Reduction
and human Renovation Institution and Minpaku in the booth.
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