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Why must we pass down the  

lessons of disaster? 
	n  Take advantage of the lessons learned from our 

experiences of chaos and suffering during the volcanic 
eruption, because it is our wish that others do not have 
the same experience as we had during an eruption. 

 
Disaster Experience And Lessons Learned 
	
　　　　　　　　　　　	

Mitigate Disaster 



3 Approaches of Passing On 
 Lessons of Disaster	

n  Passing on to the same region 
       (to the next generation) 
n  Passing on to other areas 
    (Sharing of experiences and lessons 

learned) 
n  Passing on to disaster managers 
   (Sharing of experiences and lessons 

learned)	



Passing on the story to the same 
region  (for the next generation) 

	
n  Volcanic activity clearly exceeds that of our human 

life.  Nobody experienced the previous eruption 
because the interval of the last eruption and this 
eruption is 200 years.	

n  Disaster prevention measures are very important in 
coping with volcanic disaster, which has a lower 
frequency of occurrence compared to other natural 
disasters such as earthquakes and typhoons, and co-
existing with the volcano.	



Telling the Story to Schools  
in the City 
	n  20 years after the volcanic eruption, the experiences 

and lessons learned from the volcanic eruption of Mt. 
Unzen-Fugen are being told to school children, who 
are unaware about the volcanic eruption.  



Passing On the Disaster Lessons to 
Students on School Fieldtrips	

n  The disaster nursing study practicum: Conducted by 
the Siebold University of Nagasaki annually  

n  The objective is to understand the disaster prevention 
and disaster activities in the medical facilities and the 
administration, and cultivate the fundamental skill to 
develop the nursing activities that corresponds to the 
disaster cycle. 	

n  Lectures about life in evacuation shelters of Mt. 
Unzen-Fugen volcanic disaster and, visits to the 
disaster site and shelter facilities. 



Passing on the Lesson to Other 
Areas  (Sharing of experiences and 

lessons learned)	
n  Japan is a country with many disasters.  Even after 

the Mt. Unzen-Fugen volcanic eruption, the 
Hokkaido Nansei-oki Earthquake and the Great 
Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake occurred.  Furthermore, 
Mt. Usu and Miyakejima erupted and many people 
had to be evacuated.	

•  Whether it is volcanic eruption or earthquake, for 
evacuated citizens the disaster is the same. 

　	

　Let us make the best use out of each other’s 
experiences and lessons learned. 



n  Volcanic locality in 
various places 

n  2004 Mt. Pinatubo, 
Philippines 



Passing on the lesson to  
Disaster Managers	

n  Only a few local public agencies experience volcanic 
eruption and other disasters,  even in Japan, only a 
small number of practitioners work with disaster 
prevention of volcanic eruptions. 

n  Therefore, the practitioner who have experience 
assume a leading role for the volcano disaster 
prevention response at the local public agencies.  And 
need undertake the leading role as a volcano disaster 
prevention expert to support the plan for the volcano 
disaster prevention measures of each locality. 



From Disaster Prevention  
to Geopark	

n  In August 2009, Shimabara Peninsula was 
recognized as a world geopark. 

n  The geopark is an “outdoor museum” where 
one can be exposed to the earth and learn and 
experience how it works. 	

n  Not only the geographical features, topography 
and geological layers, but also the livelihood, 
history, culture and the local indigenous 
products are exhibited. 



火砕流	
死者行方不明者44名
焼失家屋820棟	

土石流	
被害家屋1,300棟	

Co-existing with a Volcano	
n  The main theme of the Shimabara Peninsula 

Geopark is on people living with a volcano.	



Sand Erosion 
Control Project	

導流堤	

スリットダム	

ダム群	

To be able to live in the foot 
of a volcano, a number of 
training wall, conservation 
dam were built as disaster 
prevention and mitigation 
measures.	



小浜温泉	

Excellent water 
drainage, Soil 

suitable for 
farming.	 雲仙温泉	

島原温泉	

3 Kinds of Natural Hot Springs 

（食塩泉、硫黄泉、炭酸水素塩泉）	

Culture of spring 
and water-use	

Blessings of 
a Volcano	



In order to make the most out of the  
Shimabara disaster	

n  Many of the victims and damages of Mt. 
Unzen-Fugen cannot be recovered.  However, 
we can make the most out of it if the disaster 
experience and lessons can be used for the 
mitigation of future disasters. 

n  We wish that a similar tragedy will never 
occur again in Shimabara, in Japan and 
anywhere in the world; and the experiences 
and lessons of Mt. Unzen-Fugen will be passed 
on to the future. 

 


