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= KAWATA Yoshiaki (Executive Director of DRI/ Trustee and Professor of Faculty of
Environmental and Urban Engineering, Kansai University)

= USUI Makoto (Teacher, Meishin Elementary School, Kobe; engaged in Telling Live
Lessons through music)

= THIN AYE AYE KO (Director, Thin Myanmar Language Center)

Summary

The Forum began with the open tripartite talk by Dr. KAWATA Yoshiaki, Executive Director of
Disaster Reduction and Human Renovation Institution (DRI), Dr. Thin Aye Aye Ko, Director of Thin
Myanmar Language Center in Myanmar, and Mr. USUI Makoto, Teacher, Meishin Elementary
School in Kobe, Japan.

Dr. KAWATA stated that after the 1995 Kobe Earthquake he came to believe that the
researchers of disaster reduction must face disaster victims and ultimately aim at bettering the
society; and stressed the importance of such research as “implementation science”.

Dr. Thin Aye Aye Ko presented her activities in her home country, which she is conducting by
making use of her past experience in Kobe as a disaster victim then; and she manifested the
possibility of worldwide chain of assistance whereby a former disaster-stricken place later extends
assistance to a newly stricken place.

Mr. USUI stated that, through the song “Bring Happiness to the World” that he composed, he
intended to convey his hope that Kobe would certainly recover; and highlighted the important role
that the music could play in Telling Live Lessons by managing to transmit the hope of disaster
victims to other places and times.
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